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The “Beyond the Noise: Open Source Soundscapes” project deals with the issue of noise pollution. It exper-
iments with a novel mixed methodology in order to identify, assess and plan small, quiet areas on the neigh-
borhood scale, by actively involving local communities and using novel open source technology, with the 
ultimate goal of making quietness available to everyone.

This methodology, based on the “open source soundscape” approach, is validated through the development 
of a pilot study in the Reuterkiez, a Berlin neighborhood affected by environmental injustice and noise pollu-
tion. In this pilot study, citizens are involved in crowdsourcing data related to “everyday quiet areas” by using 
a novel mobile technology: the “HUSH CITY” app. The contents generated in the project will result in the 
“Open Source Berlin Atlas” – a participative management plan aimed at protecting the existing small, quiet 
areas and planning new ones.

Increasing community aware-
ness on the importance of 
reclaiming and protecting 
quietness in their neighbour-
hoods.

Empowering local commu-
nities to identify, evaluate 
and access small, quiet spots 
in their neighbourhoods, by 
using open technology.

Impacting on policies and the 
participatory planning pro-
cesses by training committed 
citizens in soundscape action 
research.

The project:  “Beyond the Noise: Open Source Soundscapes” is currently under development by Dr. Antonella Radicchi 
at Technical University of Berlin. 
Project Supervisors: Professor Dr. Dietrich Henckel (Technical University of Berlin), M.A. Jörg Kaptain (Berlin Senate, 
Senate Department for the Environment, Transport and Climate Protection).  
Software Development of the HUSH CITY app: QUERTEX GmbH, in cooperation with EdgeWorks Software, Ltd.

The project: “Beyond the Noise: Open Source Soundscapes” has received funding from the IPODI-Marie Curie Fellow-
ship – People Programme (Marie Curie Actions) of the European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme (FP7/2007-
2013) under REA grant agreement no. 600209 (TU Berlin/IPODI).
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